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Imagine life without the alphabet! We learn about the origins of our alphabet as well as other

fascinating facts about Lebanon from this beautifully illustrated volume. Ideal for middle readers who

are interested in different cultures.
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Grade 4-8â€“Written by three authors who obviously know and love the country, this lovely book is a

wonderful introduction to Lebanon's history and culture, as seen through the eyes of 11-year-old

Kareem and his friends. Particularly interesting is the section on diversity, which contains

information about the major ethnic and religious groups, including the Druze, Maronites, both Shi'ite

and Sunni Moslems, and Greek Orthodox. There are also sections on traditional dances and music,

family relationships (including the Arabic words for different family members), archaeological sites,

and famous people such as the poet Khalil Gibran and the singer Fairuz. Sabbagh's detailed,

colorful paintings depicting everyday life are a blend of the traditional and the modern, as in the

scene depicting a man smoking an arguileh (waterpipe) and talking on a cell phone. The book

concludes with a short list of fun facts and a chart of basic facts. This title would work well for

reports, but the beautiful illustrations and informative sidebars make it a good browsing book as

well.â€“Kathleen E. Gruver, Burlington County Library, Westampton, NJ Copyright Â© Reed

Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

CHARMING introduction to Lebanon, so comprehensive and inviting, delightfully written. Makes me

want to go to Lebanon FORTHWITH!



Alphabet books are just for Kindergarten! User friendly non-fiction book about Lebanon in an

alphabet format! Lots of great information and beautiful illustrations, designed to appeal to Grades 4

and up. Even adults will find this book fascinating. A nice book to include in the multicultural

curriculum.

I bought this book for my grandchildren because it is written by my cousin. I am so pleasantly

surprised that I like it too, and so do my grandchildren. Wonderful way for all of us to learn about

other people.
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